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Hershel of Ostropol  was a penniless beggar who never allowed  
bad luck or lack of money to get him down. “It’s no disgrace  

to be poor, but it’s no great honor either,” he would say.  
This Jewish folk hero from nineteenth-century Eastern  

Europe is celebrated in these ten Yiddish folktales, which  
include stories about battles of wits, greedy men made  

humble, and other well-loved village antics.

Cover art © 1995 by Trina Schart Hyman 

“As in the Caldecott Honor Book Hershel and the Hannukah  
Goblins, Trina Schart Hyman’s wild, beautifully detailed drawings 
capture Hershel’s farcical interchange with the village creatures  
and characters. . . . Like Coyote, Anansi, and B’rer Rabbit 
—this trickster belongs to all of us.”—Booklist

“Ten superbly retold Hershel of Ostropol tales.”—School Library Journal

“Kimmel . . . makes each of Hershel’s escapades an ingenious delight.”      

                                                                             —Kirkus Reviews
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