MIDDLE SCHOOL

is full of ckd\\enges.

Someone
381’ me oyt

=
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Everyone knows how much brdiny Bri likes the spoﬂisln’( (not). So

of this/

why did she ever agree to something that forces her to ledrn a new
landudde, give a speech, help organize a party, andjuag\e drama dt
school and home?! As the big event inches closer, Bri wonders if it's

dll worth it. . ...
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To the clerdy and educators at Fairmount Temple, who helped
shape my kids and dave them @ home away from home

nervous, excited,
ity (the days of lace)






PROLOGUE

well, here T am dddin. tow, how, how did T get myself info this
TWICE?

Mdybe I'm a dlutfon for punishment. O just a sucker. That last
one probably ndils it. Why else would T put myself in the spo’f\iﬂk’(
dgain?




Peekin3 Tkrouﬂk the curtdins, T see my parents and lots of
friends. At least T have support.

Or witnesses for this trdin wreck.
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Okay, here T go. T hope T know my part well. T hope I don't
screw up. 1 l\o‘:e I don't friP on my face. 1 koPe, 1 kope, 1
kope .



T hope I get this over with FAST.



EIGHT MONTHY AGY

Mom dnd I dre sitting at the kitchen table, skoving pizzd in our
faces. It's homemade pizza. Mom started making it from scratch
when she redlized it was just about the only thing T ever dte with-
out compldining. Also, she f’gurec( it would be hedlthier.
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1t’s not bad. I like Ramone’s Pizzd the best, but T've Jottd hand
it to Mom. She bddgerecl the owner for the sauce recipe d thou-

sand times until he find\\y gave in. Ramone mdde her swedr she



wouldn't give it awdy and would burn the Fl\o’foco‘:y of his hand-

written recipe.

U'm af Mom’s condo this week. My parents are divorced and
share cusfody. They trade of f weeks. It can be d pdin going back
and forﬂ\, but T'm pretty used fo it.
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N . .
nywdy, here 1 sit, stuffing myself wit h pizzd. At least, T try.

derin Why T'm
Wonbemagwa‘\’ched

like fo

4 reall
'1\4%‘) hz»f conversation
P P last veek




1 asked if
you would think

about it

I still
don+ know.

But I need an
answer. We — I mean
ou — would need

Yo prepare.

Can I think about it
next week? I have
an algebra guiz, and
an EHSIISL’\ essay,
and —

Hon, it would
mean the world
+o me.



And to your gmndparenfs.
Your grandpa would be
so proud...if he

were alive,

T went through
432,000 hours of
labor with you.

What are you
Yalking about?
You were the
4\rs1;cone in
our family to
/ do -H'\'ns.y

ou'll look back \

on so fondly. by

Ab’)d l‘i"S A v,
family tradition. 'y

m
' This is something
£



The first female.
And that's another ‘Hﬂing.
I+'s so important +hat

women should be honored
this way.

That is the ultimate guilt. Mom knows T've been d feminist since
T was, like, five. She just touched d nerve.

So fast, T dlmost don't see her et up, Mom races over and

endulfs me in a powerful kug.

T'm so glad, hon!
\/ou are NOT goin
o regret +h‘?s. 3



What Mom doesn't know is that any time she says that . . .

... L usually do.
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NOow

WE'RE AT MOM’S REGULAR SALON.
LaVEURNE 1S DOING ME UP

- ] —
ceal name is Laverne,

X Scenchifying j+
ZZ’(S her more b%siness /

2

here are two,
t\;v 1 don't
\(\a\le ‘H’\a‘\’

’\(\'?O on ME.

M



So, are you excited I'm startin

abouT the big day, to think +this is
honey? more her day
4han mine.

\ ‘ \ )
Well, *ry not fo
let her steal
\your thunder: ,
Too late. y . ‘

Are you kiddinﬂ
me < They
made NONE?
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LaVEURNE FINISHES AND
STEPS BACK.

How do you like it, ¥ Can'+t —H'\eyw

B honey” Wav 7 whip Up
A\ honey? Waves okay songrhing
last minute,
like hummus
sounds like D on foast?

A so;ueak
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mom PAYS AND we HEAD OUT.
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I+ was just a
snafu, but they're

back on ‘hrack./

YOu should
see the flowers.
60rgeous. YOu’H look
heavenly up there




| Bri? You okay?
Whats wrong?

It’s okay.

ou don+ have
Yo say an +hin
until H'sy*l'imef.]




EIGHT MONTHY AGY

S0, by now you mgkf be WOnclering what exactly T just dgreed to.
If you're twelve or thirteen years old and Jewish, you've probably
Juessed.

Yep, T just agreed to have a bat mitzvah.

Kids have bar or bat mitzvahs (bar” for boys, “bat” for girls)
around ade thirteen (sometimes younder for dirls ‘cause, you
know, we're mature and stuff). It mdrks d ‘coming of ade” in
Jewish tradition. The boy or girl leads the service—in Hebrew/—
usudlly dt d synddogue in front of fdmi\y, friends, and even

strangers (aka relatives you've never met).

1€



Baruch
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This is no little thing, believe me. You have fo start preparing
about six months dhead. Or londer, if you don't know #tebrew too
well. Which T don't.

Hebrew
’ < SCchool
teacher

Here's the story. My mom is Jewish; my dad isn't. Traditionally,
this means I'm considered Jewish. If it were reversed, I wouldn't

be. Weird, considering the usudl religious patriarchy™ thing.

*(men in ckdrge, big surprise)

17



Traditional view

al ¥ Sy
Jewish JQS)TSL] 3%?»\5»1 :)gi)'lsl'\ Jewish :),ew-‘s\r\

Nontraditional view *
*(our femple, in a nqusInefl)

ﬁ L
ot Jomish Jewish

D)

Tk Tevish Jewish
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When I was growing up, Mom encourdsec( me to do fo reli-
dgious school (aka made me). That meant a couple weeknights and
Sunddy mornings. Because my studies came first, T didn't always
have time to do.

And maybe T used that as an excuse once too often.

1 have a science
ya and...Um...
“ecorder practice.

1t’s ot that it was horrible. The teachers were nice, and they
tried fo make the lessons inferesting, like with games and stuff.
But most of the kids went to the locdl Jewish ddy camp during
summers and were used to hanging out together. T didn't 4o to
that camp; so L dlwdys felf d little left out.
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(

E’o\po‘hCS Ca mﬁl
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Mlso, T was pretty bad at tebrew.

1 know what you're Tkinking: me, bad dt d class? But languades
aren’t my thing. T'm not even that great at Spanish. T just study
extra hard for it and that’s how T get As.

Anyway, T put my foot down and stopped doing to religious
school after fifth grade. T had way more important things fo do,
and I redlly wasn't that info it. Dad couldn’t care less.

Mom ddreed and seemed to stop pressing the issue.

But around September, she brought up the ided of a bat mitzvah.

At first, T was like:

But she kep" insis’ﬁnS. And insisﬁns. And...

20



So here I am wondering—not for the first time—what T just
30’( myse\f info.

s true. Mom was the first girl in her family to have a bat
mitzvah. #ter femple didn't allow ‘em for dgirls until then. gven her
older sister, my aunt dani, didn’t have one. (Her younger sister, my

dunt Ask\ey, was just pldin ddinst it, for some redson.)
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1 know Mom just wants me to carry on the tradition she
starfed. T can't really blame her. T'm her only child, so this is her

one bi3 chance.

1 dlso know I'm Joinﬁ this more for her than me.

on,
mean the world
+o me.

Buf...

... Um still frying to figure out why.
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Now
GETTING A LATE LUNCH,

So, do you want to talk about
Something else? Help take your
mind off 17

Well, your hair
looks so pretty.
LaVeurne did a
great job. gP&F

WE EAT IN | T remember my
SILENCE. b'lg day, So |on3
ago —

e s
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Bri.’ Oh, hi, Mrs. D! See you
tonight!

Oh! YQah..,‘\'oniﬂH‘.

See vya.
You'll d(/) 7 3 3
Srea'f_ 1))

l’l
4 \l

What a sweet | Does that bother
irl. You two are | youT Emmie

etting closer; having another
J 7 close friend?

aren't you?
Sorta. She's \AW  No, why
more Em's ' should i+7

Lfriend. They're
pretty tight.




Okay,
sometimes.

(Want to
Yalk about it7

(WE RIDE IN
SILENCE.

We can talk
another time,

—Hnough...

o 4
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