' TUNNEL

. During the time of King Chizkiyahu, F
dark days lay ahead for Yonatan
and the Jews of Yerushalayim.

i The wicked King of Ashur,
Sancheriv, was about to surround
the city. The enemy could easily
win by simply blocking off the
water supply of the Jews.

| As the danger grew closer, Yonatan
resolved to help protect his family,
his city and his people.
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Chapter One
The Stranger

“I got you!” Yonatan shouted,
pointing a stick at his little brother, Eli. His
dark eyes flashed. “Give up, soldier of
Ashur!”
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Eli showed his teeth. “I won’t!” The
two brothers clashed swords. Eli’s sandals
slapped against the stones of the courtyard.

“I am Gilad, fiercest warrior in all Ye-
hudah,” yelled Yonatan. He pretended to be
his big brother, Gilad, who was a soldier in
the king’s army. Yonatan looked up to his big
brother. He wanted to do everything Gilad
did.

Yonatan bumped his stick against Eli’s,
but the stick slipped. It scraped across his lit-
tle brother’s arm. Eli dropped his stick-sword
and began to cry.

“I’'m sorry,” said Yonatan.

Eli only cried louder. “Imma, Yoni hurt
me!” He scurried to the back of the house.
His mother and older sister, Miriam, were
preparing the evening meal in the kitchen.

“Yoni, don’t play so roughly with your

little brother,” called Imma.
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“I didn’t mean to hurt him,” Yonatan
protested. “And please don’t call me Yoni...
that’s a baby name.”

“If you want to be treated like a
grown-up, you must first act like a grown-up,”
Imma replied. “Put away your ‘swords’
and wash up. Your father will be home soon.”

Yonatan picked up the two sticks, grum-
bling. “Why do I have to do all the chores?”
After all, Eli only had a little scratch. He
could help, too.

Yonatan took the sticks to the store-
room next to the kitchen. Then he grabbed an
urn of water from the table. Eli crossed his
eyes and made a face as Yonatan poured the
water into a large bowl. Yonatan scowled at
his little brother.

“Imma, the boys are teasing each
other,” tattled Miriam. She pushed waves of

long brown hair back under her scarf.
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Imma stopped stirring the soup. Before
she could reply, the front door creaked open.

“A hardworking quarryman is home
for his supper,” called a booming voice.

“Abba!” cried Eli. He raced across the
courtyard and jumped into his father’s arms.

“That’s a fine greeting,” said Abba,
laughing.

Yonatan wished he could jump into
Abba’s arms, too, but he had outgrown such
childish behavior. After all, he was eleven!

“Shalom, Abba,” Yonatan said in his
most grown-up manner.

”

“Shalom, son, answered Abba.

“Supper 1is almost ready,” called
Imma.

Yonatan followed Abba and Eli into
the kitchen. “It smells wonderful, Tamar,”
said Abba.

“Thank you, Tishb1,” said Imma.

“You'll just have time to clean up.”
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Using the basin filled with water, Abba
washed the stone dust from his face and
hands. The water turned as gray and gritty
as a sandstorm in the desert.

“Please clean this bowl, Yoni,” said
Abba, handing it to Yonatan.

More chores! Yonatan lugged the
basin to the waste drain, a hole lined with
clay pipes. He whispered under his breath,
“I hope Abba will stop calling me Yoni...
I've got to make him see that I'm almost
grown up!”

Yonatan wiped the basin dry with a
soft lambskin and handed it to his father.
Abba, Imma, and the children poured water
over their hands and recited the bracha.
Then they returned to the courtyard.

Miriam pulled the couch into the
center of the open square. Yonatan and Eli
removed the pillows to sit on the ground.

Abba sat on the couch. Yonatan looked up
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to the sky above their heads. The sun had set
and the moon was on the rise.

Imma brought out a large bowl of
broth made from seasoned lentils. She
placed it in front of Abba, then sat down
next to him. Miriam handed her father fresh,
hot pita bread. She sat on the floor next to
Eli. Everyone recited the bracha, and the
family began their meal. Just then, there was
a loud knock on the door.

“Who could that be?” asked Yonatan.

Miriam quickly lit an oil lamp. She
crossed the courtyard, her shape outlined in
the moonlight. When she opened the door, a
stooped figure hovered in the shadows.

“Please, young lady, a piece of bread
for a hungry old man,” said a low voice.

Miriam turned to look at her parents.
Imma nodded her head.

“Come in, sir,” she said. “You may

share our supper.”
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Miriam offered to wash the dust off his
feet, but the stranger hobbled past her.
Leaning heavily on a staff, the beggar slowly
lowered himself next to Yonatan. The hood
of his cloak cast deep shadows on his face.

Where had he seen this stranger before?
wondered Yonatan.

Imma motioned for the man to wash
his hands, then handed him a piece of bread
and a bowl of soup. It was a mitzvah to feed
the poor. Imma always welcomed anyone in
need of food or shelter.

“Thank you,” said the stranger. He
dipped the bread in the soup. Yonatan
noticed a jagged scar across the back of his
hand. His brother, Gilad, had a scar just like
that.

Suddenly, Yonatan realized that this
was no beggar. He jumped up and reached

for the man’s hood.
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“Yonatan!” gasped Imma. “Respect

',7

your elders
“This is no old man,” said Yonatan.
“It’s Gilad!” He pulled back the hood to
reveal his brother’s smiling face.
“I can’t fool you, little brother,” said
Gilad. He pulled Yonatan down to the
ground. Yonatan laughed. He was so happy
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to see his brother! Gilad had been gone a
long time.

Eli squealed in delight. He jumped on
his big brother’s back. Imma, Abba and
Miriam laughed as the three boys rolled
across the courtyard.

“You sure tricked us,” said Abba.
“Why are you dressed like a beggar?”

“It’s my disguise! I went to the north
as a spy for the king,” said Gilad.

“A spy!” cried El..

Gilad nodded. “I just reported to the
king’s advisors on the strength of Ashur’s
army.”

“What did you tell them?” asked
Imma.

Gilad took a deep breath. His voice
became very serious. “There are at least
eighty thousand armored soldiers, sixty
thousand archers, and several regiments of

chariots and horsemen.”
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“That’s big enough to conquer the
whole world!” exclaimed Yonatan.

“That’s just what King Sancheriv
wants to do,” said Gilad. “But first he’s
coming to conquer Yehudah. He has a
powerful new weapon called a siege
machine. It’s like a tower on wheels with a
huge pole sticking out the front.”

“What does it do?” asked Yonatan.

“Archers on top of the tower shoot
arrows through a slit. Soldiers inside the
machine bang the long pole into a city’s
walls. Even thick, stone walls crumble under
the force of Sancheriv’s siege machines. The
army of Ashur is working its way down the
coast toward Yerushalayim. We only have a
few months to prepare for a siege.”

“What'’s a siege?” asked El.

“Don’t you know anything?” asked

Yonatan. “A siege 1s when an army
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surrounds the city walls. Nothing can go in
or out, not even food or water.”

“Nothing to eat or drink?” cried Eli.

“Don’t worry,” said Gilad. “King
Chizkiyahu has a plan. The blacksmiths will
work day and night to stockpile weapons.
The stonemasons will rebuild the walls. And
the quarrymen will dig a tunnel to the
Gichon Spring for fresh water.”

“I can help dig the tunnel,” said Abba.

“Yes, Abba,” said Gilad. “The king’s
advisor, Shevna, said that you are needed at
once.”

Yonatan felt a glow of pride. Even the
king’s advisor knew that Abba was one of
the best quarrymen in the city!

“Will we have to crawl through the
tunnel to get the water?” asked El.

“No, little brother. Workers will dig a
large pool inside the city walls to hold the

water,” answered Gilad.
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Eli nodded his head. “King
Chizkiyahu i1s clever!”

“With Sancheriv’s army practically at
our gates, we must work as quickly as
possible,” Gilad continued. “To speed up
the project, the tunnel will be mined from
opposite ends. One team of men will start
digging from the spring and another from
inside the city.”

“How will the two teams connect?”
asked Abba.

“The king’s engineers have taken
careful measurements,” answered Gilad.

“Nothing like this has ever been tried
before!” Abba declared.

“These are desperate times, Abba. You
are to report at dawn tomorrow. It sounds
like a long and difficult job.”

“I am honored to be of service,”
answered Abba.

After Gilad left, the boys prepared for
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bed. Yonatan was sad to see Gilad leave, but
he knew that his brother had to return to the
army. Eli and Yonatan unrolled their mats
and laid them on the bare floor. After they
recited “Shema,” Abba came upstairs to say
goodnight.

“Will the army of Ashur really come
to Yerushalayim?” asked Eli, trembling.

“I'm afraid so, little one,” answered
Abba. “King Sancheriv won’t rest until the
whole world is wunder his control.”

“What will happen to us?” asked
Yonatan.

“Don’t worry,” answered Abba.

“Hashem will surely protect us.”

5

23




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA39 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 1000
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 1000
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




