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In her poignant debut graphic novel 

inspired by her own life, Emily Bowen 

Cohen embraces the complexity, meaning, 

and deep love that come from being  

part of two vibrant tribes.

M
ia is still getting used to living with her mom and stepfather, and 

to the new role their Jewish identity plays in their home. Feeling 

out of place at home and at her Jewish day school, Mia finds herself 

thinking more and more about her Muscogee father, who lives with his 

new family in Oklahoma. Her mother doesn’t want to talk about him, 

but Mia can’t help but feel like she’s missing a part of herself without 

him in her life.

Soon, Mia makes a plan to use the gifts from her bat mitzvah to 

take a bus to Oklahoma—without telling her mom—to visit her dad 

and find the connection to her Muscogee side she knows is just as 

important as her Jewish side.
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WEST HiLLS JEWiSH COMMUNiTY SCHOOL
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MiA…

HEY.

BLOOP

I NEED TO TALK 
TO YOU.

YOUR STEPFATHER 
TOLD ME YOU SNAPPED 

AT HiM AGAiN.

HE WAS SiNGiNG A 
BABY SONG…

I COULDN’T 
HELP iT.
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IN HEBREW.
ROGER WAS 
JUST TRYiNG 
TO HELP YOU.

I KNEW 
YOU’D TAKE 
HiS SiDE.

VROOM

I KNOW.YOU KNOW 
WE COULDN’T 
STAY THERE.

SQU
EAK

SQUE
AK

I WOULDN’T EVEN 
HAVE TO LEARN 

HEBREW iF YOU WERE 
STiLL WiTH DAD.
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LET’S LiSTEN 
TO SOMETHiNG 

FUN.

CLAP, 
SMACK, 
CLAP

CLAP-CLAP-CLAP

MiSS MARY 
MACK, MACK, 
MACK.

ALL DRESSED iN 
BLACK, BLACK, BLACK.

WiTH SiLVER BUTTONS, BUTTONS, 
BUTTONS. ALL DOWN HER BACK, 

BACK, BACK!

HEY…
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THE SEEDS
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YOGURT, PEAR, 
PRETZELS…

YOUR MOM 
KNOWS WHAT 
I LiKE.

MY MOM 
WOULD LOVE 
THAT.

OH, MiA, YOU ALWAYS 
HAVE YOUR NOSE 
iN A BOOK!

MAYBE iNSTEAD OF SWiTCHiNG 
LUNCHES, WE SHOULD 

SWiTCH MOMS.

ORANGE, TURKEY 
SANDWiCH, POTATO 

STiCKS.
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MY MOM 
WOULD LOVE 
THAT, TOO.

CHLOE! YOU ARE 
SO GOOD AT 
HEBREW.

YOU GET 
GOOD GRADES 
iN HEBREW.

OW!

ONLY BECAUSE I’M 
iN CLASS WiTH THE 
LiTTLE KiDS…

...EVEN AFTER 
SPENDiNG ALL SUMMER 
GETTiNG TUTORED.
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