
The media has discovered thirteen-year-
old Zevi’s secret psychic abilities—and 
it’s ruining his life! He wants to be known 
as an actor, not a psychic. When film  
star Robert Lemon comes to town to 
shoot a movie, Zevi hopes this is his  
big chance. Until he begins to sense that 
the star’s life may be in danger. When 
Robert Lemon starts having “accidents” 
on the movie set, it’s up to Zevi to use  
his gift to save the famous actor.

Ultra-Readable

Page
Turner

ZEVI IS FAMOUS—FOR  
THE WRONG REASON! ZEVI TAKES THE SPOTLIGHT

M
A
TA
S

C A R O L  M ATA S 

Zevi
TAKES THE 
Spotlight 

Some g ifts  are 
not  returnable .



C A R O L  M ATA S 

Zevi
TAKES THE 
Spotlight 



Copyright © Carol Matas 2024

Published in Canada and the United States in 2024 by Orca Book Publishers.

All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, artificial intelligence (AI) training and 
similar technologies. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 

any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage 
and retrieval system now known or to be invented, without permission in writing from the publisher. 

The publisher expressly prohibits the use of this work in connection with the development of any 
software program, including, without limitation, training a machine-learning or generative AI system.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication
Title: Zevi takes the spotlight / Carol Matas.

Names: Matas, Carol, 1949- author.
Series: Orca currents.

Description: Series statement: Orca currents
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 20230490891 | Canadiana (ebook) 20230490905 | ISBN 9781459845169 

(softcover) | ISBN 9781459838833 (PDF) | 
ISBN 9781459838840 (EPUB)

Subjects: LCGFT: Novels.
Classification: LCC PS8576.A7994 Z35 2024 | DDC jC813/.54—dc23

Library of Congress Control Number: 2023942443

Summary: In this high-interest accessible novel for middle-grade readers,  
thirteen-year-old Zevi uses his psychic abilities to save a famous actor’s life on a movie set.

Orca Book Publishers is committed to reducing the consumption of nonrenewable resources in the 
production of our books. We make every effort to use materials that support a sustainable future.

Orca Book Publishers gratefully acknowledges the support for its publishing programs provided  
by the following agencies: the Government of Canada, the Canada Council for the Arts and  

the Province of British Columbia through the BC Arts Council and the Book Publishing Tax Credit.

Design by Ella Collier.
Edited by Doeun Rivendell.

Cover photography by Shutterstock.com/Lomb.
Author photo by Per Brask.

Printed and bound in Canada.

28  27  26  25  •  1  2  3  4



Chapter One

I’m famous.

This is how it happened. 

A five-year-old girl  went missing in North 

Vancouver, and that night I had a dream—I dreamed 

exactly where she was. Clear as day. I told my 

parents, and they went with me to the police. Mom 

explained to the detective that I have this gift. 
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The detective was nice. I mean, she didn’t laugh 

out loud. Instead she checked. I had seen the little 

girl shivering inside a shed, and I could also see the 

street the shed was on. It was beside a big old factory 

that had a huge G marked on the front. The detective 

found her exactly where I said. Turned out the kid 

had wandered into the shed and got locked in. It was 

just a few blocks from where she lived in North Van. 

Mom called it a gift when she explained it to 

the detective. That’s not what I would call it. I can 

sometimes see the future. I can sometimes dream 

what will happen, or hear people’s thoughts, or even 

talk to dead people. Some gift! Unlike other gifts, this 

one is not returnable. 

When I was little I thought everyone saw the 

world the same way. It was only when I got older that 

I started to realize I was different. My best friend, 

Nir, used to tease me. He’d say I knew what he was 

thinking when we played soccer and that’s why I was 

always a step ahead. I told him I could hear what he 
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was thinking. Yup, that freaked him out. He pretty 

much made me tell my parents, who were worried I 

was sick. But the psychiatrist they took me to said I 

wasn’t. I was just “sensitive.” 

Anyway, back to my instant fame. Some reporter 

managed to track me down as the person who had 

helped the police. I still don’t know how the reporter 

did it, but suddenly there were cameras at our door. 

Then there were more and more reporters, until finally 

the story went viral. 

I’m just finishing seventh grade, and I really don’t 

need this going into my last year of middle school. 

I was planning to star in the school play next year. 

I was planning to audition for films in Vancouver. 

But who wants an actor who’s had his face all over 

the internet and all over TV news—for being psychic? 

This is bad! 

Okay, so I haven’t had a normal childhood. I’ve 

managed, though, often by ignoring my psychic 

abilities whenever possible. My older sister, Jessie, 
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Jes for short, is always trying to figure out some 

scientific explanation for my powers. She’s a math 

wiz and has more science medals than she can fit 

in her room. And she badly wants to know what my 

powers mean. 

Is it because of quantum physics? Some scientists 

say there is no past, no future—only now. Jes wonders 

if I could be tapping into some sort of collective 

unconscious. Like a group mind. But that wouldn’t 

explain my talking to and hearing dead people, 

would it? That has Jes stumped for sure. 

Still, outside of my family, my best friend, Nir, 

and Jes’s best friend, Meira, who is Nir’s older sister, 

no one else knew anything about this.

Until now.
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